


Legislative Priorities:
Our legislative priorities focus on families, workforce stability, and maximizing the return on 
investment for Minnesota taxpayers.

1) Maintain 2.0 FTEs dedicated to ECFE at the Department of Children, Youth and Families 

• Priority: Keep staff that ensure state programs run efficiently and local districts receive 
necessary guidance.

• Why it matters: Dedicated state-level leadership provides essential oversight, ensures 
program quality, and maximizes accountability for state funds distributed to local districts.

2) Help stabilize the Early Childhood Workforce

• Priority: We support equitable compensation for ECFE educators commensurate with K-12 
licensure and experience.

• Why it matters: To maintain high-quality programming, districts must be able to attract 
and retain licensed professionals. Competitive compensation structures are vital to 
preventing workforce shortages that disrupt services for families.

3) Protect Early Childhood Funding & Child Care Assistance

• Priority: We support the stabilization of state and federal funding streams, including the 
Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP).

• Why it matters: Reliable early childhood infrastructure allows parents to remain in the 
workforce, driving Minnesota’s economy. Protecting these funds ensures stability for local 
businesses and families alike.

4) Evaluate and modernize Early Childhood Screening statutes

• Priority: We support a data-driven review of Early Childhood Screening requirements and 
reimbursement rates to ensure they meet the needs of school districts and families.

• Why it matters: Early identification of developmental needs saves the state money in the 
long run by reducing the need for intensive special education interventions later in a child's 
K-12 path.

5) Support funding for Family, Friend and Neighbor (FFN) Minnesota

• Priority: We support legislation that bridges ECFE programming with home visiting models 
to increase access for isolated or at-risk families.

• Why it matters: Informal caregivers often attend ECFE for support. This collaboration 
prevents duplication of services and ensures that all families have access to 
evidence-based support.
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