
A New Era for ECFE
MNAFEE FALL 2022 WORKSHOP

Renew and refresh the work of ECFE by reflect ing on the history 
and moving forward to reach ALL families.



Nichol Michels
Anoka-Hennepin Schools ECFE

Deb Berry & Linda Saari
Brandon-Evansville ECFE

Mi Yang
Minneapolis Public Schools ECFE

Panel Discussion: 
Family Engagement and Parent 
Education in Pre-K to Grade 3 



Nichol Michels- PreK to Grade 3 Parent Educator
Anoka-Hennepin School District



Nichol Michels- PreK to Grade 3 Parent Educator
Anoka-Hennepin School District

Our program started 4 years ago (2019), only myself, supporting 2 
elementary schools.

We now have 3 PreK to Grade 3 parent educators and support 12 
elementary schools.
• Send out a monthly Parent Press.
• Facebook tips- Did you know...
• Offer summer workshop- Gearing Up for Kindergarten.
• Attend school events, conferences, school meetings, K registrations.
• Part of the Intervention Team within the schools.

• Get referrals from admin or teachers & approval from parents.
• We can offer one on one support, including home visiting.
• Everyone is invited to join our free, online workshops.

• 1 topic a month, 2 evening and 1 daytime session.



Deb Berry – ECFE Child Educator
LCSC Raising A Reader Coordinator

Linda Saari – Early Childhood Coordinator/Family Educator

Brandon-Evansville District #2908

We serve 345 families from birth – 3rd grade. Currently we have 140 participating 
in Raising A Reader ECFE & 25 participating in Ready Rosie.

We are part of a pilot program that started in 2020.

Raising A Reader is a proven & evidence-based family engagement & early literacy 
program for 0-8 yr. old, which helps families develop, practice & maintain home-
based literacy routines necessary for school/life success. Red bags of books are 
circulated through the home/classroom each week with the 
children/families. Parents are trained in simple "book cuddling" methods. Families 
are connected to the local library for a life-long reading resource.

Ready Rosie is our weekly video/texting class extension.
www.readyrosie.com





Mi Yang- District Program Facilitator, ECFE
Minneapolis Public School District

MPS ECFE PreK Parent Education work started in 2015 with 3 staff, 3 schools, 100 
students. In 2018 to now, we have 12 staff, 27 schools, 1,200 students.

We provide Parent Education through:
• Offering Parent Discussions
• Supporting Family Events
• Providing Individualized Parenting Support
• Supporting District-Wide efforts such as Parent-Teacher Conference, School 

Request, School Registration, End of the Year events.

Key Strategies to help us engage and serve families and guide our work:
• PE/EC Connections Kick-Off Meeting to make a plan.
• Introduction Card with our contact to send out to families
• (NEW) Intentional Engage with the children and connecting with families.
• (NEW) Family Connections Survey to help tailor our conversations with families.
• (NEW) Weekly Virtual Parenting Discussions in English, Spanish, Hmong, Somali, 

Oromo, Amharic...Also open to MPS staff for 200 Vitality Points.
• Be part of the school community and attend meetings.
• PreK PE Team One-Spot and PreK PE Data to help keep us on track.



Mi Yang- District Program Facilitator, ECFE
Minneapolis Public School District

Virtual Parent Discussion FlyerPreK Parent Education Team

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yP2C--RmFXd2ETFDndJkCyKrF_t3ZMSmUluGvAksXVA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1Lfk1drz9ch_nx4PXry8bI4DNXhA-rIsJuZJD-HUoMRg/edit?usp=sharing


Question #1

What are the benefits 
to Family Engagement 
in PreK to 3rd Grade?



Question #2

What are some challenges 
you have encountered and 

how have you navigated 
those challenges?



Question #3

What resources have 
you found helpful?



Question #4

What have you 
learned along the 

way?



Question #5

What would you 
like to do 

differently?



Q & A



Reflection

What is one thing 
you can take from 

today back to 
your program?



Contact Information

Anoka-Hennepin Schools ECFE
Nichol Michels

Nichol.michels@ahschools.us

Brandon-Evansville ECFE
Deb Berry & Linda Saari
dberry@b-e.k12.mn.us Lsaari@b-e.k12.mn.us

Minneapolis Public Schools ECFE
Mi Yang

Mi.yang@mpls.k12.mn.us
612.668.0391



lv4mnafee@
gmail.com

facebook.com/
MNAFEE

Minnesota

MNAFEE.org

Thank You!
MNAFEE.ORG

Stay Connected!  


