
Minnesotans for the American Community Survey & Census

Young Child Initiative

Join Us!

What is the Census?

Every 10 years, the Census Bureau must accurately and fairly count all people living in the 

country — not just citizens, but everyone. The goal is to count everyone, only once, and in 

the right place. The census is one of the few government actions spelled out in the 

Constitution. The census has been completed in the United States since 1790. 

What is the MACS Young Child Initiative?

Minnesota’s participation rates in the census are near the highest in the country. However, 

young children, under age 5, are among the most undercounted population in our state. 

Unfortunately, the undercount of young children has gotten worse over the past few 

decades. This matters because population statistics are used in all levels of government to 

inform funding for programs that directly supports young children and families.

MACS 2030 is dedicated to counting all young children in the next census. The Young Child 

Initiative is focused on engaging community members who work with young families to build 

awareness about the importance of census data and to build trust in this process.

The undercount 

of young 

children is 

higher among 

children who 

identify as 

Black, 

Indigenous, and 

Hispanic or who 

live in low-

income or rental 

housing.



Why is it important to count all kids?

macscensus.org

Get Counted. Get Connected.

Why do we need to count all kids?

The census count 

is used to provide 

federal funding to 

states 

States and local 

communities lose 

funding when 

children are 

undercounted

For more information contact Cati Gómez or 

Laura LaCroix-Dalluhn or at 

lacroixdalluhnconsulting@gmail.com.

Census data are 

used to plan for 

schools and 

community health

The census count 

is used draw 

congressional 

seats

The census count 

is to fund 

programs to 

support children’s 

services, e.g. WIC 

and SNAP

The census count is 

used by states to 

provide funds to local 

communities, e.g. 

cities, counties, 

Tribes 

States can gain or 

lose representation 

in congress based 

on the census 

count
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