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Children, Race and Racism: How Race Awareness Develops By Louise Derman-Sparks, Carol
Tanaka Higa, Bill Sparks

Children, Race and Racism: How Race Awareness Develops

Books:

Podcasts:
Code Switch
This American Life
Scene on Radio, Season 2, Seeing White
Nice White Parents

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bVtWtwckCGpNfLQu006n81-c3LROCL2Dl03Nd_1wSqE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.teachingforchange.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/ec_childrenraceracism_english.pdf


Online Resources:
A Dream Conferred:  Seven Ways to Explore Race in the Classroom by Jerry Michel (on the
website you can subscribe to a newsletter or read the blog on race, diversity, education, and
children’s books)
A Dream Conferred: Seven Ways to Explore Race in the Classroom

Race the Power of Illusion.  Documentary and study materials. Race: The Power of an Illusion

TedTalk  The Danger of a Single Story.  By: Chimananda Ngozi Adichie Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie: The danger of a single story

Beyond Good Intentions:  Selecting Multicultural Literature by Joy Shioshita.  How to select
books that are accurate windows and mirrors for students.
Beyond Good Intention: Selecting Multicultural Literature

Listening differently: Zalika Gardner at TEDxPortland

Explaining What is Race? | #ComingTogether Sesame Street Video

Culturally Responsive Teaching and The Brain: Promoting Authentic Engagement and Rigor
Among Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students | Online Resources

Excursions
Fort Snelling Hike: read signs about Indigenous History and learn the history of Bdote where the
Mississippi and the Minnesota Rivers come together.
Look for excursions in your area that provide a counter story.

Resources from our presentation:

Video Clips:
Stealing a Bike

Doll Experiment
● About the Doll Experiment: In the 1940s, Kenneth and Mamie Clark – a

husband-and-wife team of psychologists and researchers, the first and second black
citizens to hold PhDs in psychology – used dolls to investigate how young children view
their racial identity. They found that given a choice between Black dolls and white dolls,
most Black children preferred white over black dolls, attributed negative characteristics
to black dolls and the more positive to white dolls. What does this say about the implicit
and explicit messages children receive at a very young age? We’ll journal and talk more
about this.
In 1954 the doll experiment findings were used to defend Brown v. The Board of

https://www.leeandlow.com/educators/race/a-dream-conferred-seven-ways-to-explore-race-in-the-classroom
https://www.racepowerofanillusion.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story?language=en
https://www.leeandlow.com/educators/race/beyond-good-intention-selecting-multicultural-literature
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtKqOVE6Vyo
https://youtu.be/Dk_HYAiS26I
https://resources.corwin.com/hammondaudio
https://resources.corwin.com/hammondaudio
https://youtu.be/8ABRlWybBqM
https://youtu.be/PZryE2bqwdk


Education and it was found that “separate but equal” (segregation, in other words) had a
negative impact on racial identity. This experiment has been repeated to the present day
in this country and many others around the world. The results are basically the same
today.  Again, what does this say about implicit and explicit messages that we convey or
fail to convey?

● What I learned when I recreated the famous 'doll test' that looked at how Black kids see
race; As educators some of us may question the validity of the results from the Doll
Experiment given the language and the format used with young children. Recent
research was done by Dr. Toni Sturdivant. Rather than an interview format, she designed
a study that was observation and play based--she offered children dolls representing
different races to use in their play and she documented their preferences, language, and
actions. Her conclusion was similar to the Doll Experiment-- an anti-Black bias was still
there. While recognizing that schools serve as just one context for racial learning, as
adults, we have a responsibility to intentionally combat racial bias.

Racial Bias in Preschool Settings

Associate Researcher at the Zigler Center study and co-author Chin Reyes said, ‘ the
team found that the educators who participated in the study tended to assume and
expect more challenging behaviors from black boys than from other children. “This may
account for the disproportionate expulsion and suspension rates of these children, which
may create a cycle of educational exclusion throughout these children’s educational
trajectory and adult life.”  Citation: Yale Daily News.

● Additional information: Early Childhood Expulsions and Suspensions

Black Dads Counter Stories

White Privilege

Links to supporting Documents and Research cited in presentation:
Implicit Bias Education Resources Dr. Rosemarie Allen webinar

Racism and the Media: A Textual Analysis

People of color face systemic disparities in Minnesota's labor market

Development of Racial Identity

https://theconversation.com/what-i-learned-when-i-recreated-the-famous-doll-test-that-looked-at-how-black-kids-see-race-153780
https://theconversation.com/what-i-learned-when-i-recreated-the-famous-doll-test-that-looked-at-how-black-kids-see-race-153780
https://youtu.be/ucEAcIMkS0c
http://themoriahgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/early-childhood-expulsions-and-suspensions.pdf
https://youtu.be/Y93E5D7cepc
https://youtu.be/DwIx3KQer54
https://www.mespa.net/bias/
https://sophia.stkate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1478&context=msw_papers
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2020/people-of-color-face-systemic-disparities-in-minnesotas-labor-market
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NYhdtAKPviwlHSAYHfIOEPhNE87GnXtX0yb1bLsw0NY/edit?usp=sharing


Black Fathers’ Involvement Data

Achievement Gap Data

Additional Videos you may want to watch:
Study shows how children view race bias

Anderson Cooper Doll Experiment: Inside the AC360 doll study

Is My Skin Brown Because I Drank Chocolate Milk? | Beverly Daniel Tatum | TEDxStanford

https://blog.edmentum.com/unpacking-achievement-gap-minnesota
https://youtu.be/EQACkg5i4AY
https://youtu.be/DYCz1ppTjiM
https://youtu.be/l_TFaS3KW6s

