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2013: The opportunities for inclusion
in general education classrooms for
preschool and kindergarten children
with disabilities were increased by
closing separate special education
sites. With an increase in inclusion,
shifts in evaluation practices and
placement decisions, services are
determined based on student needs
rather than categorical labels.
Speech/Language as a secondary
category is used with caution due to
over identification of English
Learners with a label that persists
after DD expires at age 7.

2013: A school board racial equity
policy was adopted. Initial Part B
eligibility for categorical disabilities
emerged as a root cause for the
exclusion of black and brown
children from general education. A
conscious decision was made in
2013 to stop using categorical labels
(e.g., ASD, DCD, ED) in the
preschool years in favor of the use
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